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TAXATION “GLUTTON” 

736. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Treasurer: 
Can the Treasurer inform the house of any new reports that expose the real glutton at the tax table in Australia? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
Yes, and from none other than that international organisation, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, which reveals that Western Australians are being taxed by the commonwealth like never before.  I 
think it is important in the tax debate that we note that the federal government collects approximately two and 
three-quarter times the tax collected by the state, even counting the GST as a state tax.  The commonwealth 
collects $10 876 per person in Western Australia.  Every Western Australian shoulders that tax burden - $10 876 
per person.  The commonwealth is the real glutton at the tax table.  It is not surprising that the OECD shows that 
the Howard government places more reliance on income tax than most other national governments in OECD 
countries.  The issue is summarised in The Australian on 12 October.  It states -  

 Over the past 10 years of John Howard’s Government, the personal income tax burden in Australia had 
risen from 11.7 per cent to 12.6 per cent of GDP. 

So he is collecting more income tax as a share of gross domestic product than he was at the beginning of his 10-
year reign.  The Australian goes on to say that this has reversed gains made during the previous Labor 
government, during which there was a lowering of the personal tax burden between 1985 and 1995.  The 
Australian says that globally the trend has been for lower income taxes, falling from 9.8 per cent to 9.1 per cent 
for the 30 developed member nations of the OECD.  The opposition should listen carefully to those figures.  
Globally, the income tax share has fallen from 9.8 to 9.1 per cent of GDP.  Nationally in Australia, the income 
tax share has risen from 11.7 to 12.6 per cent of GDP.  Perhaps the Deputy Leader of the Opposition will listen 
rather than interject, because I will tell him that a person on the average wage of $55 000 a year will pay almost 
$544 000 in income tax over his or her working life; that is, $100 000 more than the cost of an average house in 
Perth.  However, that is not all people pay in commonwealth taxation; they also pay commonwealth fuel excise.  
An average worker will pay $70 000 in fuel excise over his or her working life.  Those two taxes are not the only 
taxes that the commonwealth imposes; it has a habit of putting new levies for this and that on the sugar industry, 
the airline industry and so on.  There have been 183 new taxes introduced since the Howard government took 
office.  How much does the Deputy Leader of the Opposition believe those charges and levies have raised? 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition does not care.  Those charges and levies have raised 
$18.3 billion.  We know who is overtaxing ordinary working Australians; it is the Howard government.  It has 
broken its promise on interest rates and it is taxing the life out of Western Australian families. 

The SPEAKER:  Before I give the call to the member for Bunbury, the Premier indicated earlier that he would 
table a letter. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I certainly did, Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER:  Perhaps the Premier could table it now. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Could I do that after question time, as I may have to refer to it again? 

The SPEAKER:  We can get the paper back to the Premier, if that is the case. 

[See paper 2117.] 
 


